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Mister Chairperson,

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

On behalf of all delegates from the United Nations system participating in this Conference, we wish to associate ourselves with the words by Mr. Enrique Ganuza, UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative, during his opening statement this morning. 

On 16 February 2010, in the occasion of the deposit of the 30th instrument of ratification of the Convention on Cluster Munitions, the Secretary-General of the United Nations called on all States to become party to the Convention without delay. He also noted that the Convention’s entry into force just two years after its adoption demonstrated the world’s collective revulsion at the impact of these terrible weapons.

Universalization of the Convention is and should remain one of our collective goals. Nobody would be 100% safe from future use of cluster munitions and from the suffering it has always entailed when used if the Convention’s provisions are not universally accepted. Not even State Parties to the Convention will be safe from attacks with these weapons, either by States Not Parties or non-state actors, if cluster munitions are not universally stigmatized.

Clearance of cluster munitions and destruction of stockpiles of these weapons may take some time. Even if States are fully committed to the Convention and assign substantive national resources, plus resources from international cooperation and assistance if needed, these processes could take a number of years. Nevertheless, work in these areas would not, by itself, prevent new use of cluster munitions and the need for additional resources to additional clearance, risk reduction education and victim assistance. Therefore, a steady path to universalization is indispensable to ensure the Convention meets its preventive role.

Furthermore, it is an obligation for States Parties to encourage other States to ratify, accept, approve or accede to the Convention, with the goal of attracting the adherence of all States. This is what it is stated in paragraph 1 of Article 21 in the Convention. 

Though not a State Party to the Convention, the United Nations will continue taking all available opportunities, both at headquarters and field level, to encourage the universal accession to the Convention, its aims and objectives. As an example, under the leadership of the Office of Disarmament Affairs, the United Nations is coordinating with relevant UN entities and Civil Society some activities to mark the entry into force of the Convention, including an event in October in UNHQ in New York. We will keep you informed on these plans and hope you could attend. 

We should not forget however, that cluster munitions could also fall in the hands of armed non-state actors, which has happened in few cases, but there are unfortunately records of use of these weapons by some of these actors. While they could not become States Parties to the Convention, non-state actors should also be encouraged, by appropriate means, to adhere the aim and provisions contained in the Convention in order to achieve true universalization.

Last but not least, by joining the Convention, States will contribute to build a new international customary norm prohibiting cluster munitions and to elevate the humanitarian and human rights standards reflected in the Convention for ever.
Thank you,

