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Mister Co-Chair,

My colleague from UNDP has made reference to the specific needs and challenges associated with the clearance of unexploded submunitions. I will refer now to other aspects of clearance activities, as well as to article 4 of the discussion paper.

First of all, we agree with other participants that the provisions in the Mine Ban Treaty provide a good basis for our deliberations. We should thus also bear in mind the lessons learned in the implementation of the relevant provisions of the Mine Ban treaty as we draft the provisions of a new treaty.
I refer also to the issue of risk education and the links between clearance and other provisions in the discussion paper. My colleague from UNICEF has already addressed risk education in his intervention. In the UN view there is a direct link between clearance and risk education, and therefore the UN believes that article 4 is the most appropriate place within the discussion paper to address this issue.
Risk education is one of the most efficient means of protecting civilian populations from risk. Risk education programmes should start as early as possible after the cessation of hostilities and last as long as necessary.

Risk education, together with removal, marking, fencing and the provision of warnings to the civilian population, represent what we call “risk reduction programmes”.
When agreeing on effective assistance and cooperation measures in a new treaty it is important to take into account the particular circumstances in which cluster munitions are used. We should not forget that most countries affected by cluster munitions have not been involved in their use, a circumstance that distinguishes cluster munition-affected countries from many antipersonnel landmine affected countries.
Finally, we should bear in mind that those munitions that are deemed “permissible” in a future treaty are likely to generate explosive remnants of war and thus require removal and other risk reduction activities, such as risk education. A broader definition of impermissible cluster munitions will  facilitate the work of humanitarian mine action humanitarian agencies in the field.
Thank you

