
 

 

JAPAN ANNOUNCES $15.3M CONTRIBUTION TO  

HUMANITARIAN MINE ACTION 

 

(21 March 2016. New York) The Government of Japan today announced a $15.3m contribution to 

the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) through the Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance 

in Mine Action. This significant contribution will enable UNMAS to undertake life-saving work to 

protect vulnerable populations, including refugees, internally displaced persons and children, from the 

threat of landmines and explosive hazards in seven countries across the world; Afghanistan, the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Iraq, the State of Palestine, Somalia, Sudan and South Sudan. 

Hervé Ladsous, Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, said “We are extremely 

grateful for this contribution from the Government of Japan in support of UNMAS programmes 

across the world. UNMAS activities are a critical enabler for establishing peace and security in post-

conflict settings; creating a bridge between the humanitarian and development work of the United 

Nations.” 

His Excellency Mr. Yoshifumi Okamura, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Permanent Mission 

of Japan to the United Nations said, “This assistance is a testament to Japan’s firm commitment to 

supporting the United Nations efforts aiming to protect civilians of fragile countries. Mine action is a 

key element in both conflict and post-conflict periods. As the largest contributor to the United Nations 

Voluntary Trust Fund for Mine Action, Japan expects this assistance will be used in an effective and 

coordinated manner. I would also like to invite other countries to join in these global efforts to 

achieve our collective goal of a mine-free world.” 

Humanitarian mine action is facing serious under-funding worldwide, highlighted last month when 

the United Nations launched the Portfolio for Mine Action Projects for 2016. The Portfolio shows that 

the resources required for humanitarian mine action in 2016 are over $357m and only $59m has been 

secured to date, just 17% of the total required. The Portfolio is available at 

http://www.mineaction.org/resources/portfolios and includes interactive options, such as graphs and 

charts summarising the needs according to country, region and area of work.    
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