
 

 

JAPAN ANNOUNCES $4 MILLION CONTRIBUTION TO BOOST HUMANITARIAN MINE 

ACTION RESPONSE IN IRAQ  

 

(23 March 2016. Baghdad) The Government of Japan today announced a $4 million contribution to 

the United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS) through the Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in 

Mine Action to support UNMAS activities in Iraq.  

UNMAS is implementing a comprehensive programme to enhance national capacities to address the 

vast number of improvised explosive devices (IEDs) that endanger civilians in urban areas in Iraq. 

IEDs have been used at an unprecedented scale by Daesh while vacating cities, such as in the case of 

Ramadi. These devices, which are hidden in people’s homes and public spaces, as well as on main 

routes and roads, endanger returning internally displaced persons, hamper access for other 

humanitarian actors and inhibit efforts to stabilise areas.  

With the Japanese contribution, UNMAS will advise, train and equip the Directorate of Mine Action 

(DMA) and the Iraqi Kurdish Mine Action Authority (IKMAA) so that they can better address the IED 

threat in Iraq. UNMAS will also deliver risk education to internally displaced persons (IDPs).  

Imad Abdul Baki, UNMAS Programme Manager in Iraq said, “UNMAS is extremely grateful to the 

Government and People of Japan for this contribution. The conflict in Iraq has resulted in the 

displacement of 3.3 million people and widespread contamination from explosive remnants of war 

(ERW) and IEDs, particularly in urban areas. A comprehensive response is required to address the 

problem before these assistance and stabilization efforts can proceed.” 

Japan remains the largest contributor to UNMAS worldwide providing $15.3 million in 2016 through 

the Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine Action. UNMAS foresees a requirement of up to a 

100 million US$ per year to address the widespread scale of ERW contamination including remnant 

IEDs in Iraq.  

 

For further information, please contact: 

Lee Woodyear, 

Public Information Officer, UNMAS 

Email: Woodyear@un.org 


