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Japan contributes to Humanitarian Mine Action in Syria 

 

Japan has announced their contribution of USD 905,650 to the United Nations Mine Action 

Service (UNMAS) Syria Response to enhance the protection of civilians in Syria through 

humanitarian mine action, bringing Japan’s overall contribution since 1998 to UNMAS global 

activities to a total of USD 186 million. 

This contribution from Japan enables the UNMAS Syria Response to conduct risk education to 

affected communities, including internally displaced persons, to increase awareness of the threats 

of explosive hazards; provide much needed assistance to victims of explosive hazard incidents; 

and conduct contamination impact surveys to enable better prioritization of activities. 

Mr. Futoshi Matsumoto, Special Coordinator for Syria and Chargé d'Affaires for the Embassy of 

Japan to Syria based in Lebanon, affirmed that “Japan is strongly committed to alleviating the 

suffering of the Syrian people through mitigating the serious threat posed by explosive hazards. 

Mine Action is a priority for ensuring the safety and security of the women, men, girls and boys 

affected by the conflict.” 

Mr. Fran O’Grady, the Programme Manager a.i. for the UNMAS Syria Response stressed that 

“The continued support from the People of Japan will save lives in Syria by protecting 

vulnerable communities from explosive threats. Japan is a key partner for our work in Syria and 

for mine action globally.” 

The Syrian conflict has grown into one of the most complex humanitarian crisis of recent times. 

The extensive presence of explosive hazards such as landmines, explosive remnants of war, 

cluster munitions, improvised explosive devices and artisanal mines endangers the lives and 

livelihoods of civilians, impedes humanitarian aid, restricts freedom of movement, and hinders 

socio-economic recovery. The 2017 Humanitarian Needs Overview for Syria states that, 6.3 

million people are living in areas contaminated with explosive hazards with more than 2 million 

children directly exposed on a daily basis.  
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For further information, please contact: 

Ms Yumiko Yoshioka, UNMAS Programme Officer, Gaziantep, Turkey, yumikoy@unops.org  

Kurt Chesko, UNMAS Donor Relations Officer, New York, chesko@un.org 

 


