
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOINT PRESS RELEASE 

 

THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN DONATES US$906,000 FOR MINE ACTION IN 
SOMALIA 

 
Mogadishu, 21 March 2017 – The Government of Japan has renewed its commitment to 
promote human security and stability in Somalia by donating US$906,000 to the United Nations 
Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine Action, which will enable the United Nations Mine 
Action Service (UNMAS) to mitigate the impact of explosive hazards in Somalia.  
 
With this contribution, UNMAS is able to continue its support to the Somali Police Forces to 
develop an operationally independent national explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) and 
improvised explosive devices disposal (IEDD) capacity. Mine action coordination efforts will be 
strengthened through this project, and UNMAS will also deliver emergency risk education for 
returning refugees and conflict-affected communities. In addition, UNMAS will produce a 
knowledge, attitude, practice and belief survey among communities living in areas contaminated 
by landmines and explosive remnants of war in both Puntland and Galmudug States.  
 
“Japan’s continued commitment to developing the capabilities and capacities to manage the safe 
removal of explosive hazards represents a key component towards achieving the safety and 
security of the Somali people,” said Alan Macdonald, the UNMAS Programme Manager in 
Somalia. “It also strengthens the social compact between the government and the people.”  
 
The project will be implemented over a 12 month period in partnership with other stakeholders, 
who support capacity building of the Somali Police Forces and humanitarian mine action in 
Somalia. It will contribute to national and international stabilizations efforts, in line with the 
Government’s explosive hazard management plan (Badbaado plan) and the national policing 
model (Heegan plan), while helping the Federal Government of Somalia and the Somalia 
Explosive Management Authority (SEMA) comply with international obligations. 
 
Since 2010, Japan has provided over US$94.6 million to the United Nations Voluntary Trust 
Fund for Assistance in Mine Action, enabling the delivery of projects to reduce the threat of 
explosive hazards to millions of men, women and children across the world.  

 

 
 

For additional information on the donation contact:  

Kurt Chesko, UNMAS Donor Relations Officer, New York, chesko@un.org 
Alan Macdonald, UNMAS Somalia Programme Manager, Mogadishu, macdonalda@un.org 


