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1 Strategic priorities

Australia’s mine action support is programmed agfaitls mine action strategy for the
Australian aid program which covers 2010-2014 antlides a $100 million
commitment.The strategy focusesAustralia’s assigtam the most heavily affected
countries in the Asia—Pacific region, while maintag the flexibility to respond to other
emerging needs and priorities against its fourautes:

* Improved quality of life for victims and their affeed families and communities
* Reduced number of deaths and injuries

* Enhanced capacity of countries to manage their @otien programs

» Effective leadership and advocacy by Australia anenaction.

Australia is seeking to strengthen the effectiveraxl impact of our mine action assistance
in a number of ways. This includes by:

rogramming the majority of mine action assistatreugh country aid programs to
ensure that our mine action is linked with broadrelopment programs and
national priorities of our partners.

. S
upporting well targeted and effective global miedan programs including those of
the UN, the ICRC and international non-governmeatghnisations.

. w
orking with countries, implementing partners andats to coordinate and pool
resources to strengthen national mine action progr@vith a focus on those with
long-term mine action challenges eg AfghanistamsLand Cambodia).

ocussing on coordinating effort with partners andats to assist more and more
countries to complete mine clearance.

onitoring the quality and enhancing the transpareriour mine action assistance.

2. Mine Action Funding

Australia has so far provided over $92 million agaiour $100 million mine action pledge.
We are therefore exceeding our pro-rata mine atticget of $20 million per year and are
certain to exceed our commitment of $100 millionhivi the current strategy period.

Australia’s mine action funding is drawn from mplé sources within the aid budget,
including bilateral (country), humanitarian andadigity budgets



— over 80% of our mine action funding is drawn froauntry aid
budgetsprimarilyAfghanistan, Cambodia, Laos and_8nka but also
includingChad, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Mozaué, Palau and Uganda.

Through its global mine action program (of approxiety $2.5 million per year), Australia
supports advocacy, research, universalisation amidnvassistance that is regionally or
globally targeted and delivered by multilateratemnmational and non- governmental
organisations.

Australia is also contributing approximately $10limn per year to improve the quality of
life for people with disabilities. This funding a®ll as our approach to making our aid
program disability inclusive also provides somedjirio landmine and cluster munition
victims, their families and communities.

3. Mid-Term Review of the Mine Action Strategy
Australia is just past the mid-point of implementiourfive-year Mine Action Strategy.

An independent Mid-Term Review of the Strategy utadeen between October 2011 to June
2012 found that the Strategy remained relevantandistent with Australia’s overall aid
priorities and approach. The Review concluded t&atStrategy is being successfully
implemented and making good progress against alldbits outcomes.

The Review made seventeen recommendationsall ahwiére accepted. Many of the
recommendations are already being implemented @ame svill be used to inform
Australia’s next mine action strategy. Recommeindatof the Review can be categorized
into those that concern Australia’s funding apphoa@eographic focus and future strategy.

Funding Approach

- Develop criteria and priorities to guide our glohale action engagement.

- Increase the Global Mine Action budget to suppditaader range of well-regarded
global mine action programs and facilities; anéndance flexibility in responding to
emergency situations and emerging priorities.

- Reduce the number of mine action projects, inclgidiy focusing on fewer countries
and engaging in more multi-year commitments.

- For countries facing significant challenges, foonsbuilding national capacity and
transitioning to national ownership.

- Consider providing support direct to national mamgion authority when and if
appropriate.

- Take a stronger approach to using the Conventigh@Rights of Persons with
Disability-inclusive development as the framewank ¥ictim assistance.

- Requireimplementing agencies to improve data cend report against the
outcomes of the Strategy.



Geographic Focus

- Continue focus on countryaid programs.

- Assist the Pacific to more clearly quantify theiplsive remnants of war problem
and support a more structured response.

- Provide more targeted mine action in Africathrotelver countries.

Future Strategy

- Considerbroader weapons abatement and destrustoes and the broader
framework of explosive remnants of war.
- Specifically consider the issue of explosive rentsaf war in the Pacific.

A copy of the Mid-Term Review Report and the ReviewAusAID’s Support to Mine
Action in the Middle East is available on AusAlDi&bsite (www.ausaid.gov.au).

The Review recommendations will inform AusAID’s apach to mine action
implementation over the remaining life of the stpt(to end 2014) as well as the
development of a future strategy.A new mine acsimategy for the Australian aid program
will likely cover the period 2015 to 2019 with peegtions for its development commencing
mid-2013.

4. Committed support 2012 to 2013
In 2012 to 2013, Australia has so far committedevaction funding as follows:
» Afghanistan $5 million in both 2012 and 2013
« Cambodia $2 million in both 2012 and 2013
* Global mine action programs$2.5 million in both 2Gihd 2013
* ICRC Special Fund for the Disabled $1 million irtth@012 and 2013
* Iraq - $1,500,000 in 2012 and $1,200,000 in 2013
« Jordan - $1,000,000 in 2012
* Laos — approx. $1 million in 2012
* Lebanon — $1,697,355in 2012
* Mozambique - $3.5 million in 2012 and $1million2013
+ Palau - $1,350,000 in 2012
* Sri Lanka approx. $4 million in 2012 and $1.5 moitliin 2013

¢ Uganda $450,000 in 2012



